
                 NAME:_____________________________ 
 
 

Authority? or Power without Authority? 
 
 
 

 
Power:  If one person makes another do 
something, that person is using power. 
 
What do you think?  Who is doing something because they 
decided to do it? Who is doing something because someone 
made them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Did they decide to do it? Did someone else make them? 
Christine decided to ride her 
bike home after school 
instead of walking. 

  

Kim’s mother made her 
wait an hour after eating 
before going swimming. 

  

Troy could not watch the 
basketball game because his 
brother kept changing the 
channel. 

  

Harry gave a dollar to a 
person playing a guitar on 
the street. 

  

 
          
 
 
 
 
STANDARDS SS.3.4.2  
Describe ways in which people exercise power without authority. 



 
Authority:  the right to use power to influence or control the 
behavior of others. 

 
 
Does everyone who uses power have the authority/right to do that?   
 
Y or N? __________ 
 
What do you think?  Who is acting with Authority? Who is acting with 
Power but NO Authority? 
 
 
 

 
 AUTHORITY? POWER without Authority? 

Another student on the 
playground forces you to 
give up your money. 

  

Your teacher tells you to 
stop running around the 
room. 

  

The State Legislature made 
a law that says you can’t 
toss trash on the street or 
you’ll get a ticket. 

  

The person next to you in 
class tells you to give them 
the answers to the test or 
they’ll ‘get you’ after school 

  

 
 

                               


